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T!he CoAJOSLEOKj a satire agakist the Laird of 
LidiAgtone, was directed ^gmnst William MaitIaD49 
eldest son of Sir Richard Maitland of Lidingtone, 
or Lethiagten^ and secretary to the ^een Dowager 
Mary of Guise, Regent of Scotland, afterwards to 
Queen Mary. A man of singularly rare abilities, 
but great versality of character. He was taken 
prisoner with Sir William Kirkcaldy of Grange, 
who surrendered the castle of Bdinbui^ to the 
English forces, on the S9th of May 1573. Which 
capitulation was basely evaded by the regent, the 
Earl of Morton ; and Sir William, with several of 
his adherents, were executed on the third of 
August the same year. The secretary, to avoid 
a similiar fate, put an end to his life at Leith, and 
died on the third of September, or as Sir James 
Melvile has it, << died in the old Roman manner, 
to avoid the shambles.^ Others, however, say, he 
was poisdned by the Earl of Morton. 
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The Admonition, is chiefly directed against 
the Queen^s party, or rather that of the Hamil- 
tons. In which he reprehends, with great severity, 
thdir intrigues and stratagems to get into power, 
and obtain the crown, to which they laid claim next 
to Mary and her .son. It relates a circumstance 
diflPerently from our other historians, viz. that James 
Hamilton of Bothwell-haugb, who shot the Regent 
Murray in Linlithgow^ <« was keipit in ye Dukis 
hous in AMteaie.^ This is cortdbordted'by his grave 
itone being found in Ihiniddnald' ihurth-yarid, hi- 
scribed, ** Hyre lyes an honorabill aaan, James 
Hamiltoun of BothuilAaugh." While the otheh 
represent him as having fled to France, tad dying 

in exile. 

D. WEBSTfeli. 

Edinburgh, 1 
lath JVirwary, 1823. J 
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MR GEORGE BUCHANAN, 



AGAIN&T THE 



LAIRD OF LIDINGTONK 



Thair is a certane kyndof beist callit Chammleony 
engenderit in sic countreis as the sone bes mait 
strenth in- than in this yle of Brettane, the qiihilk, 
albeit it be small of eorporance, noghttheless it is 
of ane strange nature, the quhilk makis it to be na 
less celebrat and spoken of than sum beastis of 
greittar quanlkie. The proprieties is marvalous^ 
for qahat thing evir it be applicat to, it serais to 
be of the samyn cullour, and imitatis ail hems, ex^ 
cepte onelie the quhyte imd reid^ and foi^ this caus 
anciene Timttaris commonlie oomparis it to ane 
flatterare, quhilk imitatis all the haill maneris of 
quhome he fenzeis him self to be freind to, ex- 
cept quhyte, quhilk is taken to be the symboli and 
tokiii gevia commonlie .in devise of coulouris te 
sigpifie sempilnes and loyaltie, and reid signify- 
ing manliness add hei^yieall courage. Thi^ api 
plioa&on being so u^ity 4t petadventure mony that 



hes nowther sene the said b§ist, nor na pcrfyte 
portaraict of it, wald beleif sick thing not to be trew. 
X ^U Ihairfore set furth schortlie the description 
of siok an monsture not lang ago engendrit in Soot- 
land, in the cuntre of Louwthiane, not far from 
Hadingtoun, to that effect thsittbe forme knawin, 
the moist pestiferus nature of the said monsture 
may be moir easeiie evitit: For this monsture 
being under coverture of a manis figure, may 
easeiliar endommage, and wers be eschapit than gif 
it wer moir deforme and strange of face, beha- 
viour, schap and membris. Praying the reidar to 
apardoun the febihies of my waike spreit and en- 
gyiie9 gif ^t can not expreme perfy telie ane strange 
creature, maid by nature, other willing to scbawhir 
greit strenth, or be sum accident turnit be force 
frome the eommon trade and cour^. This monstre 
being engenderit und^ the figure of a man chyld, 
first had ane proprietie of nature, flattering all m^nis 
ee and sensis that beheld it, so that the common 
peiple wes in gude hoip of greit vertuus to pros, 
per with the time in it ; other ferdar seing of greit 
iiarm^ and dampnage to cum to all that sould 
be fatniliarlie acquentit with it. This monsture 
promovit to sic maturitie of aige, as it could ease- 
lie flatter and imitate every manis countenance, 
speche and fashions, and subtill to draw out the 
secreittis of every manis mynd, and depravat the 
counsellis to his awin prc^r gayne, enterit in the 
court of Scotland the , and having espy it 

out not onelie factiouns bot singular personis, ad- 
dressit the self in the begyning to James efter Erll 



of Murray, and Gilbert than Brll of Cassillis, men 
excellent in the tjme, in all vertuus perteining to 
an nobill man and speciall in lufe of the common- 
welth of thair CuAtre. And seing that his nature 
could not bow to imitate in veritie, but only to con- 
trafat fenzeitiie the gudnes of thir two personis, 
nor zit change thame to his nature, thocht expe- 
dient to leane to thame for a tyme, and clym up 
be thair branches to hiear degre, as the wod-bind 
clymeth on the oik, and syne with tyme distroyis 
the tre that it wes supported be. So he having 
cum to sum estimatioun tlHTow hanting of thir no- 
bill lordis (quba wer than esteemit of every man 
a» thur vertuus meritit) wes sone be gude report 
of thame, and ane fenzeit gudnes in himself, put 
in credeit with the Quene Regent, verilie an nobill 
lady and of greit prudence, but zit could not espy 
the ^t vyees under ccdkmr of vertew hid in the 
said monster, qieciallie b^ng doekit be £sivour of 
the two forsaid lordis, in quhais company hir grace 
wald nevir have belevit that sic ane pestilent verm 
could have bene hyd. The first experience the 
said Quene had of him wes in sending him to 
France for certane bissines occurrent for the tyme, 
quhur 'he did his oommissioun sa weill to his awin 
intention, and sa far from the Quenis mynd, that 
he dissavit the cardinal of Lorayne ; quha^ until! 
that day, thocht himself not only auld ptactiden, 
bot als master, zea do^ctour subtilis, in sic matters 
of negociatioun. His fals dealing being sone per- 
savit, and he greitlie hatit, zit sche b^ng ane lady 
of greit prudence, could not defend hir self fixime 
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subtil tie^ bot withio schort tyme, be meanis of sic 
as belevit him to be tbair freind, he crap in cre- 
dence agane be ane other dur, and under ane other 
coUour. Bot zit could not sa weiil as he wald, iiu 
vent new falshead, becaus of the auld suspicioun, 
and being of auld fiuspectit^ sone persavit) and in 
dangerie to be taken reid hand and ptineist efter 
his meritis, he fled out of Leyth, and coVerit hioft. 
$elf with the cloik of reli^oun sa lang ai it could 
serve^ bot neyir sa closse bot he keepit ane rdTuge 
to sum sanctuarie of the Papistis; gif the cocot had 
changeit. As to the biachc^s of Santandrois and 
Glasgow, a1|d Ulhem divc^rse^ quhais caUtes Vr&t6 
m hh pMsectkUd^ and thakfore the bcdy doDter 
Ci»ngtoun disptit to him largelie of the qpqyte ^ 
Skhei SftlvKtms eoUege^ and w^s maatenit bb Cha- 
nssleon ag^uMS afl law and ressoun ; beside that b^ 
wtB ane tnan contaminate in all kynd of vyca^ 
How fair «foir the cumming hame of the Qileiie 
the £ingis snoder^ he wes contrary to all bir a6* 
tiouos^ iu^id favourabill to hir adversaries, and 'iQ>- 
elinit to hir deprivation, it is noturlie ktiawin bayth 
in Ingland and Scotland, be sic as mellit than ittth 
the afiairis of the estate in bayth the realms. Efter 
the Qiienia cummiog hame, he entetrit shortlie be 
changing of coUouiis, and turning out the other 
^yde of his cloik, and halding him be the brandies 
of the EfU of Mmray, and for ane tyme applying 
him to the Quenis 6. heir, that he alione wes hard 
in all secret inatterils, casting of lytiU and iytili the 
ErU of Murray, and thinking that he wes Strang 
anewch to stand by himself, on leaning to the ErU 
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of Murray. And becaus the Erll of Murraj 
playsit not mony interprysis of marriage than at. 
temptit, as with the Princes of Spayne, with the 
Duke of Anjou, with the Empriaris brother, the 
said Chameleon applyit himself to all thir partiis, 
and changeing hew as the Quene.sweyit the bal- 
lance of hir mynd, and foUbwit the appetyte of hir 
lust. And at lang the Quene, be avyis of hir on- 
cles, devysit to destroy the Erll of Murray^ think* 
ing him to be an greit brydill to refrane hir appe- 
titis, and impediment to leif at libertie of hir pies, 
soure ; not that evir he usit ony violence anentis 
hir, bot that his honestie was sa greit that sche was 
eschamit to attempt ony thing indecent in his pre- 
sence. Sche than being deliberat to destroy him 
be the Erll of Hunllicj went to the north, and he 
in hir company ; and howbeit the tressoun wes op* 
pynit planelie, and Johnne Gordoun lying not far 
of the town (Aberdeen) with an greit powar, and 
the Erll of Murray expresslie ludgeit in an house 
separate frae all uther habitatioun, and his deid be 
diverse wayis socht ; this Chamaeleon^ quhether of 
sempilaes, or for layk of foirsicht, or for bauldness 
of courage, I refer to every manis conscience that 
doith knaw him» he alone could se no tressoun, 
could feare no danger, and wald nevir belief that 
the Erll of Huntlie wald take on hand sic ane in. 
terpryis ; howbeit^ thair wes gevin advertisement 
of it out of Ingland and France, letteris taken de* 
clarand it, and the mater m^tnifest before all menis 
ene. It wer to lang to rehearse, and not verie ne. 
cessar for the present, it being knawin to sa mony. 
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quhat di^^s^ pilrpo^s wer iknk, quhat dfing^firiff 
eflcha{itt all the tyme of that voyage^ undll the 
Quehe come to Aberdene agairi, and how miracu- 
lous wes the victorie : Bot aiie thing is not to be 
pretermittit, that the said Chameeleon wes arte of 
the readiest to gnaw^ the bmnis of the deid, to 
spoyle the qwyck, and make his proffeit at that 
marcat. Efter this the oursey trafiique of knarriage 
growing cald, the said Chamaeleon going ih Ing- 
land, delt sa betuix the Protestantis and Fapistes, 
that he changeit dailie colotiris, sumtyme flattering 
the ane, sumtjone the other, and making every ane 
of thame beleif that he laborrit onelie for thame ; 
and amangis other thingis, be ane prevy intelli- 
gence with the Quene and verre few of the nobi« 
lity, practizit the marriage of the Queue and Hen- 
ry Lord Demlie, of the quhilk he mad nevir the 
Erll of Murray prevy, untill all wes endit How- 
beit the Erll of Murray did nevir thinge, nor tuke 
nevir propose without his advice and counsale^ 
Heir the mater quhilk he had raschelie brocht on, 
wes neir the point. Seing that the Quene of Ing- 
land disagreeit with it for certane respectis, and 
the lordis of Scotland for the cause of the reli- 
gioun, to the-manteinance of the quhilk thay des- 
syrit an promeis of the Quene and the said Lord 
Damlie, the Chamaeleon in secreit flatlerit the 
Qtiene, .and openlie tuke the colour ot rdigioun : 
And at the lang (seing my Lord of Murray, for 
being precise and plane in all his doingis, caist out 
of court) cled himself onlie in the Quenesi coloUris, 
untill that David prevailit agmns him, and had in 
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a mailder the hidll credit of all wecbtie materis. 
At this poynt thinking hims^ in werse oaise than 
he bdeivity socht to make an other change of court, 
and set up new play again» awaytit on the court 
sumpart disgfacit, loukipg for sum new cullour to 
apply him self to. In this mene tyme the Quene 
s^king to move sum thitig in the rdigioun, made 
ane querrel agains certane lordis of the principallis 
of Scotland, the quhilkis, albeit that ane ressonabiU 
power faillit thame not, and that the favouir of the 
cuntre we^ for thame, zit to schaw thair innocency, 
quhen th^ could not breke the Quenes obstinat 
mynd of thair destructioun be prayer and soUicita- 
tioun of friendis, thay left the cuntre and went in 
Ingland, zit Chamasieon held the small grip that 
he had in court, secunding to David. In this 
mene tyme the parliament set to forfalt sic lordis as 
had fled in Ingland, except the Duke, quha did be 
intercessioun of silver by his remissioun fra David. 
The rest of the lordis quhilk were of wisdome or 
estimatioun, partlie requirit be the King, quha wes 
in na credeit in respect of David, partlie for thair 
awin libertie, conspyrit the deid of the said David, 
and executit the same. Chamasleon, chiefest'ene- 
my to David, eftir the Eingis grace, zit not being 
advertisit be the lordis of thair enterprise, and 8us« 
pectit of the Quene, knawing his dowbilness, quhe- 
ther for verie feare, or preparing ane -entre to the 
Quenis favour, fled as others did ; and efter lang 
fetchis brocht agane to the coiirt, :kest clene frae 
him all colouris of the Eingis^ and ded him ag»ae 
in the Quenis colouris, mkLnresanebf tile .pin. 
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€ipal instrumentis that incressit dissetitioun betwix 
hir and the King : The quhilk practize, howbeit 
he wald have dissimulatit, sum tyme brake out 
with him, as to ane nobill woman, praying God to 
gif the King and the Quene grace to agree, he an- 
swerit, God let thame never agre : For thay leving 
in dissentioun, he thocht that his dowbilness could 
not be espyit out And than seing the Erll Bo- 
thuile cum in creddt, he flatterit him ; and evin 
as they agreit in idl pointis to put down the King, 
seing that he prospering thay could have na lyff, 
sa eftir the King deid, the Erll Bothuele, having in 
that practize knawin his falset, and fearing his in. 
constancy, and desyring to be deliverit of sic an 
witnes, socht his deid : And he having na refuge to 
the Quene for the samyn cause, tuke for a tyme 
the Erll of Mortonis coUouns, and being bom 
furth be him agains the Erll of Boithuiles power 
and hatrent, sa lang as he wes in feare lurkit un« 
der the Erll of Mortonis wingis, and the feir past 
schew himself the said Eiurls enimie : And having 
no sufficient cause, nor appearand indice of sepa- 
ratioun of company and kyndnes, he fenzeit that 
the said Erll of Mortun had conspyrit his deid,. to 
be execute by some of the Erllis friendis ; and to 
prove the said conspiracy, alledgit an famous wit- 
nes, {majorem omni excepiione) the nobill and \\g* 
tuus Lady Gyltoun. Now to returne agane to 
our propose, eftir the deid of the King devysit be 
him, executit be the Erll BothuUe, tat feir of the 
said Erll he lurkit a quhile out of court, untill the 
tyme the Quene at Carberrie Hill come to the 
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lordis, and the Eril Bothuile fled to Duobar. 
Than he come to parliament, and with same 
otheris participant of the Kin^s slaughter, wald 
have had the Quene slane be act of parliament; 
and not finding mony consenting thairto, and spe- 
dallie the Eril of Murray, than cliosen R^ent, 
being in the contrair, he sollicitat some previe men 
to gar hang hir on hir bed with hir awin belt, that 
be that way he aqd his partinaries in the Kingis 
murthoure mycht be deliyerit of an witnesses 
knawing weill the Quenis nature, that qubeo she 
wes ndssc^ntent of ony man, spbe wald tell all sic 
seereittis as scbe did knaw lof him. This propose 
not proceeding as be desyrit* he tumit him first in 
fiattenng with the Quene, and ^uend to hir, being 
in lAKhlevin, ane picture of the deliverance of the 
Lyoun by the Mouse, and nixt turnit his haill wit 
to the destruction x)f the Eril of Murray, thinking 
that the wickit could not profieit greitly, so just a 
man having the supreme power; and als seing 
that the Quenis craftiness was abill at the lang to 
overthraw the Eril of Murrays sempilnes. So he 
bendit all hb wittis to the said ErlUs eversioun, 
and the Quenis restitution, and procedit in this 
cause, partlie be making an factioun of the coun- 
salleris, and partakeris of the Eingis murthoure, of 
men lycht of fantasie and covatous of geir ; partlie 
be correpting of my lord of Murrays freindis and 
servandisi, and travellit principaliie with the laird of 
Grange, thinking that it sould be an greit strenth 
to the facdoun, to have the castell of Edimburgh 
at their command. The Regent being divers 
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tmyes advertiset of thir practizis, wes of so up- 
right nature, that he wald beleif na thing of ony 
that he had takin in freindschip, quhilk he wald 
not have done himself, and als monj of the fac* 
tioun in the begyning thocht it had been bot ane 
ligue defensive againis the power of the great, that 
is accustimat to overthraw the small in tyme of 
troubill. 

In this mene tyme come the deliverance of the 
Queue out of Lochlevin, the quhilk he was not ig- 
norant of, and specially by the meanis of his cou- 
sing Johne Hamiltoun of the Cochnoch (al. Co- 
Tieug) zit he tareit with the Regent to keip ane 
collour of honestie, and that with the Quenis con- 
sent, quha had given him, and divers otberis that 
were in my Lord of Murrayis company, fre remis- 
sioun for all by past. 

But the battell chansing otherwais than he de- 
sirit and belevit, zit he persistit in his propose to 
destroy the Regent, not openlie, bot be secreit 
meanis. As being sent divers tymes to commune 
with the Lord Flemyng, evir did the contrair of 
the propose that he was sent for, and evir tendit 
to hald the cuntre in unquietnes ; and in all assem- 
bleis for appointment, tendit to have all by past 
remittit, to keep ay thevis and revaris in courage, 
and to abase the hariis of trew subjectis, that sould 
haif na hoip of redresse of wrangis done to thame 
be the Eingis rebellis. Efler that, be the dilli* 
gence and wisdome of the Regent, the cuntre wes 
brocht to sum stay, and justice like to haif the 
pver hand, the Kindts rebellis purchassit at the 
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"Quene of Inglandis handis, that sche sould consi- 
der the greit wrangis (as thai said) done to hir nixt 
njchbour, and being nixt of blude to hir, and 
other be hir requeist or puissance cans hir be re- 
storit agane to her formar authoritie. The Quenis 
majestie of Ingland having zit no lest regaird to 
justice nor to consanguinitie, desyrit some of the 
principallis of the nobillitie to repair to hir or hir 
deputties for thir requeistis and complajntis, and 
my Lord deliberat to go in persoun wes in doubt, 
having ellis enterit in sum suspicionis of this Cha- 
maeleon, quhether he sould tak him with himself, 
or leif him beheind : For taking him be doubtit 
not bot he wald hinder the actioun in all manner 
possibiU, and leaving him behind, that following 
his natural complexioun, he wald truble the cuntre, 
in sic manner that it sould not be easelie in lang 
tyme brocht to rest agane* At lang having deli- 
berat to take him with him, and perswadit him 
bay th be giftis of landis and money, he fand to be 
trew in deid all that he suspectit afore ; for everie 
uycht in a manner he communicat all that wes 
aman^s us with sum of our adversaris, and armit 
thame sa far as he could agains the said Regent. 
Bot the force of the ressonis, and cleirnes of the 
haill deduciioun of the caus that my Lord Regent 
usit, wes sa perswasive to the auditouris, that be 
Chamseleons advertisement, the kingis mother dis- 
cbargeit hir commissiouners to proceed forther, and 
differrit to ane mair commodious tyme for hir : For 
it wes Weill knawin to hir, that the quenis majestie 
of Ingland and hir counsall bad allowit the said 
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Kegentis proceedingis ; and the ambassadour of 
Sp&yne seing the horribill cryme sa abhominabill 
to all honest men, refused to speik ane word in the 
mater, and the'Frensche ambassadour excusit him- 
self that he spake be command of his maister. 

In this mene tyme the said Chamseleonis secreit 
practize with the Duke of Norffolk, suspectit afore 
begouth to brek out be sum letters of Maister 
John Lesslies callit bischope of Ross, and als be 
the Duke himself, put in hoip of mariage of the 
Scottis Quene be thame, the quhilk practize wes 
faandillit. Sumpart putting feir to the Regent, that 
he could not retume in Scotland with his Jyff with- 
out the dukis favour, be reassoun of greit prepa- 
rationis that wes maid aganis the Regent on bayth 
the bordoris of Scotland and Ingland. Partlie be 
tempting of the said Regentis mynd, quha answerit 
to the Duke of Norfiblk, << That he wald be glad 
that the Quene recognoscing hir fait, and repent- 
ing, soud marry ony gude Christian man of nolnll 
house.^ The rumour of this dealing wes sa openlie 
spoken in the court of Ingland, that the quenis ma- 
jestic wes Gonstraynit to wryte to hir leutenentis to 
make the Regent be put sauf in Scotland, and so 
he wes without any recounter, bot of the Erll of 
Westmureland, not far from Durame, quho seing 
the Hegentis company, and ryding throw thame, 
thocht not best to matche with thame. The next 
assemble wes at Glasgow, quhair the Hamiltonis 
brag^ng, but could not be party, be meanis of him 
and otheris thair faToureris with the Regent, wer 
ressavit to sic an appointment as wes greitfie to 
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th«r adrantage, and the said regentis diasadFaii- 
tage. And quhen thai sould faaif gerin pledgis to 
perfonne the said appointment, as was oompromitit, 
thay did hot sake delay ; and so the principatlis of 
tbsme (wer) committit to ward in the eastell of 
Edinburgh* The haill mater wee secreitlie liand- 
altit be the Chamssleon. The quhilk haodilliag 
apperit mare planelie at an conventioun at Sane, 
tandrois; quhair thair westwa headis principaliie 
disputit, first, gif the Erii of Huntlie isould haif 
fenetal remissioun for all reif andi^pressioun done 
be him and his (Hendis in all tymes foypast ; or gif 
the kin^s actioun pardomt, prevat men' sould have 
^actioun to crare thair awin gdr : Kixt, gif ihe 
Erll of Himtleis hull assistaris sould be oompre- 
hdidit in ane remissioun with him. The quhilk 
4wa headis the Chamaeleon and his complices preas- 
iBt emistly be all meanis to be ressarit, as said is, 
•and that not without hoisting of Franche men and 
^MQziaris, and mony other inconvenieiitis, and all 
^his done to disscourage the kingis trew liegis, and 
lycbtningtbe hartis of rebellis in hoip of impunitie 
of all wvoDgis that thai sould do in tyme to cume, 
«and to bald the haill cuntre in rebellioun and in- 
-quietnes, to consume at the lang the regent, quhitk 
thai knew to be puir of substance and liberall of 
courage. And zit wer not thir thingis mair subtilly 
devysed, nor thai weroonstantlieresistit be the regent 
mid his trew counsalL And seing that thai could not 
come to thair prof>ose this way, thay cawsit new 
articles* to be devisit in Ingland, towcbing the 
. 4|«em8 cumiog hame. To tbe quhilk, albrit thair 

B 
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wes sufficient answer mad m-Xondon, zit for the 
«amyne caus wes devysit ane assemble of lordis ia 
Sanct Johnestoun, with ane addition of ane com«> 
missioun of divorcement of the Erll Boithuile and 
the Quene, and to the-effect of the haill, raony wii. 
tingis (wer) purcbassit of bolth wise men and greit 
men of Ingland, -schawing planelie that it wes 
ane foly to Scotland to pvesse to resist the mar* 
riage betwix the Quene and Duke of Norffivlk ; fiir 
it wes devy sit be sic wisdom, and to be executit with 
fflc force, as Scotland wes not abill to resist; and 
not without consent of the quenis majestic cf Ing* 
land. Heir, albeit Chamaeleon and all his quhelpis 
ragit nevir sa fast, the contrair wes concludit and 
schawen to the quenis grace of Ingland be Alex* 
ander Hume, gentleman of my lord regentis hous. 
And becaus the 'quenis majestie wesciot fiilly sa^ 
feit at that tyme, ane uther cocrvocatioua wes hidd 
at Stirling, to the quhilk the Chamasleon, assurit of 
my lord regentis clemencie, and proude in bisawin 
coosait, bot feiringfor hisdemeritis, eftir sumdulnta^ 
tioun come to Stirling, and wes in doubt not with- 
out caus. For, about this tyme, my lord regent, 
advertisit that tbe Hamiltonis had decreitit tomur^ 
thoure him, he acfaew bay th tbe taill and tbe auth- 
thour to the ChamsBleoB, of the quhilk the Cha- 
mieleon reprovit vehemently tlie Hamiltonis that 
could not keip tbair counsall mair secreit; and 
this advertising being schawen be sum of the Ha- 
miltonis to my lord regent, zit be sufferit pacientlie. 
At Stirling the articles being dedant at greiter 
lengthy the Chamseleon wes attecheit be jnslioe, 



and' chargit of the kingis miirthoure, the quhilk 
greivit him> havetie, and pressit at my lord regentii 
ha»d the cryme to be changeit, and he to be accus. 
it of the troubles ly ke to ryis in Ingland and Scotland 
throuch the forspoken marriage, for he thocht that 
mater to be consavit and devysit sa substantialle, 
that nouther force nor wit could maik impediment 
to the performance of it, and belevit suirlie that sic 
ane cryme sould redound to his greit prayse and 
opinioun of wisdonk Tbi» not obteinit, he obteinit 
i^ois all the said regentis friendi» will^ to be send 
to ward in the castell of Edinburgh,, quahir he 
wrocht aganiis the nature of the Cbameeleon, for he 
diangeit the greiter part of thame of the castell to 
his collour sa weill, that the conspiracy of the re- 
gBntm deid, lang afoir consavit, wes than brocht tx> 
dkfit Eftkr the quhilk he- wrocht be sic meanis, 
that he pexawadk the haiU lordis than present in 
Edinburgh^ to-be enlargit of his ward, under pro- 
mas to compeir and answer to the cryme of the 
kingis murthoure layd to his charge, at sic day as 
lie sould be eallit, and under hoip to be an gude 
instrument ef concord amangis the lordb, and air 
day proloi^it to uc of the ilamiltonis as wald 
purge thame sellfis of the murthoure of the regent 
tuito the first day of Maii. Bot sone being^adjoinit 
with uthers of his factioun, be changeit that col- 
lour, and perswadit utheris complices of the mur- 
thoure for feir, and sum sempiU persones be ane- 
fals Golbur of profeit, to convene to an. scherter 
day, viz. the tent day of Apryle, assuring thame- 
that the castell (as it wes^ b^g, thairsy and ther 



towti als, (fbr the cftpitane of the castelt was pitou 
▼cist) tbat this nimoar scnild caus mony to con- 
voie to thftme, and thair adversaris dissgradt aoald 
half na fiace to convene togidder, and that &e 
Queneof Inglanrd troubHt alreddy with cirile warse 
at hame^ myeht the man? eielie condiseeod to tbat 
syde^ wndt to hir letteres partlie fiattering, partlie 
threatning, and to schaw hir thair greit power, ^ 
send ane roll of the lordis of tliair syde, quhaum- 
weft comprehemfit sum kurdis neotriillis^ and fnbny 
of the adversiu4c9, bdeving tbat lejria mod in Soot* 
land eonld not be tryit in Lbndoun. And smg 
that the town of Ediobargh oouU not be pers^i^adil; 
to rebril with tbame^ ahd that the cuntre convoni' 
not as thflu bcnpit, and the breking of the bordoum^ 
su^dedit not to thair proffieit^ the most part fittit 
campy and went to Lynlythqupw, and tbaiif sdt . 
farth thair proclamatioun dytit be Chanissleon^ (as 
we$ nFote the 'Erkl of Westmiiirlaodk sebond prbdiEU 
matioun) and thatrby' set up the quehiaaotborftie^: 
qiihidrof be (tarretng in thc^casteU of Bdinbargh,) 1 
k^t hiBivelf clene, as Pilat wesehing lus baodia 
ofthedeidof Cbryst. Aod seas that tjme^ as 
afi>re) this god salagjecte and servand to die kin^ 
grace confiortit mlh coaasale, and conveyit out of. 
the euntre the rebeilis of Ingland, the samyne beu. 
iBg eneitties to the Kiag of Sootland^ and prattit 
proudlie^ vanting tbat his pen sould be worth ten 
thoQsatid metkf and tbreitnit schamefollie (gif he 
had feservit any sohame) the Querns Mqestie of 
Itiglaild with wiDrdis of qubilk the laemory soukl' 
be father abolifthit be pttninoan of faioi, than 
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hersit for thair impudeocie ; and feint not to mafc 
sa opin a leye to nobiilmen of Ingland, as that the 
UnffM trew subjeetis acknowledging his authoritie 
wer not able to assembill tqgidder fyve hundred 
horse, quhair thai saw, within few days, moir than 
fjve thousand assemblit o.ut of ane corner of Soot- 
land ; and aj sensyne, he hes bene at all convoca* 
tiouns of the kingis profesdil enemies in Scotland, 
in Dunkeld, in Atbol, in Strabogie, in Braidalbine^ 
and ellis quhair, and kepis oontrebank to Mr A>hn 
Lesslie of Kingusce, in aH directionis to put the 
king out of his estait, bis realme, and at lenth out 
of diis erdlie lyffi^ 

Now, I pray you, espy out quhat proffeit the 
quene, ouv kin^s modder, sail gadder of him that 
hes bene (as sche knawis) sa oftentyme toaitour to 
hir modder, to hir selfe, to hir sone,.to hir brother, 
and to hir cuntre. Sche will be exemplis considder, 
that how mony collouris that evir this Chanueleon 
change, that it can nevir, agiunis the nature o£ it,, 
tume perfytelie quhite. 

« Bespice finem ! 

Bespice funem ! 

Look to your end I: 

Look to a rope and.be d d-l 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



That Mr G^otgt Buebaom ig th^ author of tb« 
preo^diAg satire k evidenti not only froiA an old 
(if not an odgiiiAl> oopjF thereof in the CoCtcm Lir 
btary» bearing this title, << Chamjilxok^ writtm 
krjr Mr Oeoige Buchanati, against the Laird cff 
Lidingtone, 1570 T but likewise from the teM- 
aftonjF of bi»: cbnteQiporary^ the learned Mr Cam- 
den,, ^b^ im hia Annalea R^utn Angticarum at 
Hibenteearuni^ regnaiite Elbabetha, Part II. ad 
r) 1678, sftjra, LddkigDonius Letham im8#u|, 
taattitf nee sine iusniaione veneni esuniravitA. ^ 
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trous and calamitous exit of this variWe vmasieg, and eB^a^j^f 
his king and country, and a}l gi)od men^(at least according to Mr 
Buchanan's description of him) fs c uufliin ed hj Sir James Mel- 
▼il, a writer of undoubted cMdil^ slid «oatttnponuy with Liding- 
ton, who informs us in^his memoirs, that the secretary died at 
. Leith, .after the old Roman fashion, CO prevent his coming to the 
shanMesirtth therert, A a ht plailt'Btlgi&fll^ he took a dose of 
poison (as Mr Camden says here) and made a scurvy elopement 
ofit of life, in order to avoid a more painful or shameful death by 
the hands of the public executioner, to which his merits so well 
intitled him ; for, besides innumerable other most flagrant, no- 
torious, and abominable crimes, he had some short time before 
his death, counterfeited the hand-writing of the regent of Scot* 
land ; which piece of anant viUany alone, being detected, would 
have brought him to the gibbet And may all such enenuei «( 
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Tir inter Scotos maximo rerum usu, et ingenio 
splendidissimo, si minus versatili : quo nomine 6. 
Buchanahusffimulus eum viventem scripto quodam 
cui Chamaeleon titulum fecit, ut Chamselecmte mu- 
tabiliorem depinxit, nee non ut regis avise, matri, 
moravio, ipsique regi et patriae hostem versicolo- 
rem acerrime perstrinxit. We have followed that 
copy in the Cotton Library, as we find it transcrib- 
ed by the ingenious Mr David Crawfurd of Drum- 
soy, late historiographer for Scotland, in his valu- 
able collections he gave in to the lawyers library at 
Edinburgh ; and have rather chosen to preserve 
the obsolete words and old way of spelling, than to 
change either, as has been lately done in an edition 
df it printed at London anno 1710, being persuad- 
ed that though these alterations might make it 
more agreeable to some modem ears, yet the more 
curious will be better pleased to see it in the very 
same dress in which it came from the author. 



their kii^ and country, and of all honest men, share no better 
fkte, so that those who are equal in crimes, may be equal in 
punishments too I And let all Uie world adject their most heart j 
consent, and saj, Amen and Amen I even so be it I 



THS END. 
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It may seme to zour lordschippiii, yat'I meUingwith 
lieich materia of goueming of commoun-welthis, 
Ao pas mync estait, being of sa meane qualitie, and 
•fopzettis my dewtie, geuing counsal to ye wysest of 
yis realme. Not the les, seing the ipiserie sa greit 
-appeiring, and the caiamitie sa neir approching, I 
•thocht it les fault, to incur the cryme of surmount- 
ing my priuate estait, then the blame of neglecting 
the publict danger. Thmrfoir I chesit lather to 
vnderly the opinioun of presumptioun in speiking, 
then of tressoun in silence: and specially of sic 
. ihingis, as euen seme presently to redound to the 
-perpetual! schame of zour lordschippis, -distruc- 
tioun of this royall estate, and r4]yne ef the haili 
commoun-wdth of Scotland. On this considera- 
tioun I haue takin in band at this tyme to aduer- 
teis zour honouris of isic thingis as I thodrt to ap- 
pertene, baith to zour lordschippis in speciall, and 
in generall to the faaill commoditie of this realme, 
in punitiounof tratouris, pacificatioun of troublis 
amangis zour seifis, and continuatioun of peice 
ivitb our nichtbouris. Of the quhilk I haue takin 
the trauell to wryte, and do remit the iudgement 
to zour discretioun ; hoiping at leist, that althooht 
-my wit and foirsicbt sail not satisfie zow^ jeA my 
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gude wil sail not displeis zo^ ; of the quhilk ad- 
uertiBineiit ye wume is this. 
. First, to conndder how godly the actioun is 
quhilk ze haue in hand : to ytiu The defence vi 
zour king, ane innoeent pupill, the establisching of 
religioun, punitioun of tb^fis and tratouris, and 
maintenance of peice and quyetnes amai^ts zour 
sdfis, and with forane nstiouiiis. 

Item, remember how ze haue vindicat this realme. 
^from the tfaraldome of strangeris, out of dom^stik 
tyrannic, and out of a publik dishonor in die flicbt 
:of all forane natiounis, we being altogidder est^sut 
A j)e{nU murtfaerar of kingis, and tmpadent of 
lawis and magistratis, in respect c£ the murtber of 
lim lait King Heniy, within the wallis of the pnn- 
oipall towne, the.greitest of thenol^Ue being pre- 
sent with -the quehe for the tyme, and be 9iwtt 
power ane .part of the cheif tratouris tryit firom 
amangb the trew siibiectis : quhaijrby fitrangeris 
wer oonstranit efterwart as mekle to praise zour 
itastice, as of befoir thay wrangfuUy condeiopait 
zour iniisstic& 

Item, nemember bow far in d^ug the same 9e 
haue oblist zosir nelfis befoir the haill warld, to 
Ksoniinew in the same vertew of iusliee, and (fahat 
blame ze sail incur, >^f ze be ineonstant. For all 
men can bdeif na rtherwyse^ .^f ^ye tyme following 
be iioeht confonose to the tyme past, yat nouth^r 
banomv nor comrnouiioivelth slieint zow vp then, 
Imt rather sum fwrtioulaar tendipg to zour priyal» 
.cflMBomodities* 

gysQtmnember lum :moi^}gan^ apd hoQUBt 
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meanis ze baue socht in tymes past, tb caas thb 
kiDg be acknawledgit^ and the countrie put at rest, 
and how ynprofitabill hes bene sour honestie in 
treitting, zour vailzeand curage in weir, zour 
inercjfulnes in victorie, zour ciemencie in punisoh- 
11^, and facilitie in reoonciliatioun. 

Quhilk thingis witnessis suiicientlie, that ze 
estemit na man enemie that wald leif in peice vn* 
tfer the kingis authoritie : that ze wer neuer de- 
syrous of blude, geir, nor honour, of uc as wald 
not, rather in making of troubili and seditioun, 
declair thanie selfis enemeis to God and ye kingis 
inaiestie, nor leif in concord and amitie with £hair 
nicbtbouris vnder the correctioun of iustice. 

And sen ze can nouth^ bow thair obstinat hieht 
with pacience, nor mease thair stubburne hartis 
with gentilnes^ nor satisfie thair inordinat desyris 
Ttherwyse then with the kingis blude and' zouris, 
the^lestructiouaof religioun, banisching of iustice, 
and fre permissioun of crueltie and misordour : zour 
wisdomes may easely considder what kynd of me- 
dicine, is not only meit, bot alswa necessair for 
mending of sic ane maladie. 
• And to the effect that ze may the better consid- 
der this necessitie of medicine, remember quhat 
kynd of pepil thay ar, that professis yame selfis 
in deid, and dissemblis in word to be enemeis to 
God, to iustice, and to zow, becaus ze maintene 
the kingis actioun. 

Sum of thame ar consellaris of the king his fa« 
theris slauchter, sum conuoyaris of him to the 
fchambles, that slew Jhis grandschir^ banischit his 



iatlier,4ind not «atisfjit to haac slane bim self, mur- 
therit the ktbgis regent, and now seikis his awin 
hlude, that thaj may fulfill thair crueltie and aus* 
rice being kingis, quhilk thay begoudi to^xercia^ 
the time of thair goueming. 

Vtheris ar, that being alliator neir of kyn to ye 
Hammiltounis, thinkis to be participant of <all Cbair 
prosperitie and succes. 

Vtheris being gyltie of Kitag fienryis deith, in 
the first parliament haldin in the kingis regne that 
tiow is, coukl Weill accord, that the quene sould 
iiaue bene put to ddth alswa. 

And seing thay could not obtene that point, the 
nixt schift of thair impietie was to put doun the 
king, that he sduld not rest to reuenge his fatheris 
deith : quhilk thay thocht could not be mair easie 
donej then be bringing hame the .quene with sic a 
hiTsband, yat outher for auld haitrent, or for new 
couatice, . wald desyre. the^rstdegre of sueoessiouB 
to be- of his awin blude. 

Sum 'vtherisuir pcactisit ia. casting of oourtis,.4ind 
reuoluing of estatis, be russiog^of-ciuile weir^ and 
ar becum richer then euer thay hoipit. And becaus 
thay haue found the practise sa gude in tyroepiwt^ 
now thay seik all wayis to oontinew it, and hauiiig 
anis gustit how gude fisehiqg it is in-ibumly wat* 
tens, thay can be na maner leif the orafiL 

Vtheris of that factioun, ar, sum papistis, sum 
feyntt protestantis, that hes na God hot geir, and 
desyris agane the papistrie, not for luif thay beir 
to It (for thay ar scorneris of all religioun) .but 
hoiping tojiauejpromotioun of idill belleia to he- 
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nefices, and lamentia the present estait, qahair (as 
tfaay saj) ministeris gettis all, and leifis na thing to 
gade fellowis : and to this iatetit thay wald set vpt 
tbcs quenis autfaoritioj^ say. thi^. . 
; Sum thao? be also yat vnder. euliout of aeiking 
the quenis authorities thinkis Xo esobtdp.ye pums-; 
cfaement of auld fanhis^ and haue licence ia tyine 
to cum to cypres thmr mchtbouns, yat be febiller 
nor thay.: .. . . < 

Now haue I to schavr zow be comecture^ quhat 
frute is to be hdipt of ane assembly of sic meii as 
for ye mmst part ar of insatiabiU gredynes,. iotoUe* 
rabill arrogance, without faith in promeis, measure 
in ceuatice^ pietie to the inferiour, obedience to the 
superiour, in peice desyrous of troulull, iiii wdp. 
thristie ctf bkidie,.nttfysseri8 of tbift, raiseris ^of re- 
beUioun^ oonceleris of tratouris, inuenteris of tres-s 
soun : with hand r«ddy to murther, mynd to dis« 
saif, halt voyde of treuth and full of felionie, toang 
trampit in dissait,. and wordis tending to fats prac« 
tise. without veritie, be quhilk properteis, and moiiy. 
vtheris thairunto ioynit, as is knawiai^.to aU men, ze. 
diat Tuderstandif thair beginning,, progres, and 
haill lyfe, may easilie remember to quhome thb ge« 
Derail speiking^appertenis ia spedall :v aad als it i» 
not ynknawin to sic as knawis the personis, how 
thay ar mellit with godles pajusUs, harlot protes* 
tantis, commoun bryboucis^ haly in word, .hypo» 
creitis in hart, proude eoBtempn^ris or Machiaueli 
mockeris of all religioun and vertew, bladie boudu 
ouris, and oppiir oppressouris, foctifiam^of theifis,!^ 
and mainteneris of tratouria*^ 
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It is abwa necessarie to zour lordschippis to vn« 
derstand thair pretence, that gif it be a thing quhilk 
may stand with, the tranquiilitie of the commoun- 
welth, zour lordschippis may in sum part, rather 
condiscend to thair inordinate lust, nor put th^ 
haill estait in ieopardie of battell* 

First, it is not honour, riches, norauthoritieyat 
thay desyre: for thay haue had, and als hes pre^ 
sently, and may haue in tyme to cum sic part of 
all thay thingis, as a priuat man may haue in this 
realme, not being cbargeabill to the countrie, or 
not suspectit to ane king, and vnassurit of bis awin 
estiut. 

It is not the delyuerance of the queue that thay 
sdk (as tbair doingis contrair to thair word testis 
fyis manifestlie) for gif thay wald haue hir dely- 
uerit, thay wald haue procurit be all meanis pos* 
sibiil, the queue of Inglandis fauour and support,, 
in quhais power ye haill recouerance stuid only,, 
and not oiFendit hir sa heichlie as yai haue done, 
and daylie dois in participatioun of the conspyrit 
tressoun, .to put hir maiestie not only out of hir 
stait, bot out of this lyfe present : nor in resetting 
aad maintening of hir rebeliis contrair to promma 
and solempne. contract of pacificatioun betuix thir 
tware^Jmes : nouther zit haue houndit furth proude 
and yncircumspect zoungroen, to hery, bume, and 
slay, and tak presoneris in hir realme, and vse all 
inisordour and crueltie, not onelie vsit in weir, bot 
detestabill to all barbar and wyld Tartaris, in slay-» 
ing of presoneris, and contrair to all humanitie and 
iustice, keiping na promeis to miscrabill catiues 
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sauit anis to yair mercy. And all this wits dbnd^ 
be .commandement of sic as sayis < tbay seik the^ 
querns delyuerance, and reprocbit to tfaame be the 
doaris of thay mischeifis, saying that thay.enterit 
thame in danger, and supportit thame not in mis- 
ter, sa mekle as to cum to Lawder, and luik from 
thame : in quhilk deserting of yidr coU^s, thay; 
schew crueltie ioynit with falsheid, and midst heicb 
tressoun aganis ye quene, pretending in word hir 
delyuerance, and stopping in wark hir rcoouerance^ 
the quhilk (as euerie man may cleirly se) thay 
socht, as he that socht his wyfe drownit in the riueir 
aganis the streime. 

It is not the qucnis authoritie that they wald sefe 
vp in hir absence : for gif that wer thur intentioun, 
quhome can thay place in it mair freindly to hir 
then hir onlie sone ? or quhat gbuernour may thay 
put to him les suspect, nor sic men as hes na pre- 
tem of successioun to the crqwne, or ony h(np of 
proffeit to cum to thame efter his deith ? or thay 
that euer hes bene trew seruandis to kingis befoir 
him, sovid thay not be preferrit to his paternal 1 
enemeis, zea, and slayeris of hb father, and solli* 
citaris of strangeris to seik his innocent blude ? 

Quhat then sail we think that thir men seikis 
vnder pretence of the quenis authoritie, seing thay 
can not bring hame the quene to set hir vp in au- 
thoritie, nor will not suffer the king lauchfully in- 
augurat and confirmit be decreit of parliament, to 
bruik it, with sa mony of his tutouris chosin be 
bis mother, as ar not to be suspectit to will him 
faarme ? I traist it is not vneasie to persaif be 
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thttr haill progres now presentfy, and in tjrme bj« 
post, yat tbaj desyre na vtber thing hot the deitb 
of the kii^ and quene of Scotland, to set vp the 
Hanradhounis in authoride, to the quhilk thay 
haue aJE^jnit be craftie meanis thir fyftie zeiris agpu 
And seing thair purpois succedit not be craftie 
and secreit meanis, now thay follow the same trade, 
eonioyning to falsheid, oppin wickitnes. 

And that ze may se quhat meanis thay haue vsit 
thir fyftie zeiris bypast, to set vp be craft this au- 
thorities quhilk now thay iseik be violence, force, 
and tressoun, I will call to zour memorie sum of 
thair practisis, quhilk mony of zow may remember 
as Weill as I. 

First, efter the deith of King lames the Fourt, 
lohne Duke of Albany chosin be the nobilitie to 
goueme in the kingis les-age, the Hammiltounis 
thinking that he had bene als wickit as thay, 
and sould to his awin aduancement put doun ye 
king, being of tender age for ye tyme, and be the 
deceis of his brother left alone, and that thay wald 
easilie get thair hand bezond ye duke, being ane 
stranger and witliout successioun of his body, held 
thame quyet for a season, thinking that vther 
mennis actioun sould be yair promotioun. Bot 
seing yat ye duke, as a prince baith wyse and 
vertuous, to bring him self out of sic suspitioun, 
put four lordis estemit of ye maist trew and vertu- 
ous in Scotland in that tyme, to attend on the 
kingis grace, (to wit, the Erie Merchell, the Lordis 
Erskyn, Buthuen, and Borthick) the Hammil- 
tounis being out of hoip of the kingis putting 
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doun be the Duke of Albany, and out of credeit 
to do him ony barme be tharae Belfis, maid ane 
ootlspiracie with certane lordis/ to put the said 
duke but of authoritre, and tak it on thame selfis ; 
that all thingis put in thair power, thay micht vse 
the king and the realme at yair awin plesure. To 
that ^ect thay tuik the castell of Glasgow, and 
thair maid ane assemblie of thair factioun, the 
quhilk wa^ dissoluit be the haistie cumming of the 
Duke of Albany with ane armie; for feiif of the 
quhilk, the Erie of Arrane, cheif of that ciimpany^ 
fled to his wyfis brother the Lord Hume, being 
then out of courts 

The secund conspiraeie was efter the dukis last 
departing (the foirsaidis lordis separat from attend- 
ing on the king) deuysit be Schir lames Hammil- 
toun, bastard sone to the said Erie of Arrane, 
quha conspyrit the kingis deith, then being in his 
hous in the abbay of Halyruidhous ; quhilk con- 
spiraeie efter mony zeiris r^ueiliit, ye said Schir 
lames sufferit deith for it. 

The third conspiraeie (yat come to our knaw- 
ledge) was, that the kingis grace ryding oft tymes 
•betuix Striuiling and the Downe of Menteith, to 
veseit ane gentill woman of his motheris, making 
residence in the Downe; and commounly acoiim- 
panyit with ane or twa hors be nicht, the sud 
Schir lames proponit to certane gentil men ye 
slauchter of him, and assay it it not, becaus ye 
executaris wald tak na thing on hand without him 
self had bene, present. 

Thir conspiracies not being execute, Schir lamos 
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perseuent in bis euiU intentioun, and be secreit 
meanis in court socht alwayk yat ye king sould 
not mary, that for kik of his sucoessiouD, the 
Hammiltounis micbt ;cum to thurjnt^ntist . F«o 
ye king was aoung, lusty^ jind reddy to auenture 
bis persoun to all vbazardis, baith b6 sey and landf 
in doun-puttingtof theifisy aind vpset4ing of. iustioe. 
The Hammiltounis luikit dn quben -seiknesy. throw 
excesse of trauell> or sum vtbei^ rakles^au^nture 
sould cut him of with out children ; asd destitute 
of this hoip, first he stdppit the kingis meting with 
bis vncle ye king of Ingiimd, quha at .tbat.tyme 
hauing bot ane douchter, was^ willing io haue 
maryit hir with fihe.king of Scotland^ and maid 
him king of the haill ile efler him, and. to. haue 
enterit him at that present tyme in possessioun of 
the duchy of Zorke. Bot the said Schir }[ames 
euer hauing eye to his awin scope, binderit this 
purpois be sum of the kingis familiari&r, yat he had 
praetisit with, be giftis, and specially be the Bis- 
chop of Sanctandrois, lames Betoun, vncle to the 
Erie of Arranes mother, and greit vncle to Schir^ 
lames wyfe, and raisit sic suspitioun betuix the 
twa kingis, that brocht buth the realmes in greit 
besynes. 

This purpois, as said is, put abak, the king 
aeing yat bis ambassadouris furtherit not at his 
plesure, thocht meit him self in persoun to ga be 
sey in France : and Schir lames Hammiltoun per- 
seuering in hb former intentioun went with him, 
to hinder hb manage, be al meanis yat he micht : 
and to that effect, the kmg sleiping in the schip 
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without ony necessitie of wyade and wedder, Schir 
lannes causit the marineris to turne siuU of the 
west coist of Ingland bakwart, and' land in Gallo- 
way, quhair the ki^g was verray miscontent with 
Schir lames, and Maister Dauid Panter, principall 
causeris of his returning, as diueris yat was in the 
sdiip zit living can report. And fra yat tyme 
furth, the king hauing tryit out his pretence, and 
persauing his vnfaithfuU deiling euer di^fauourit 
him, and to his greit displesure fauorit oppinlie 
die Erie of Lennox, and his freindis in his absence ; 
the quhilk erle pretendit a richt and ty till to the 
haill erldome of Arrane, ye present erle for that 
tym^ being knawin to be bastard: as also it was 
in mennis recent memorie, how Schir lames Ham* 
miltoun had cruellie slane ye Erie of Lennox at 
Linlythgow, euin to the greit displesure of ye Erie 
c^ Arrane, father to Schir lames, and vncle to the 
Erie of Lennox, cumming be the kingis oommandeh 
ment to Linlythgow. Sa the king, as said is, vn* 
derstanding the priuate practick of Schir lames^ 
in keiping him vnmaryit, hastit hinx the mm eir-^ 
nestlie to ntiiry^ to the effect, that his successiomi 
micfat put the Hammiltounis out q£ h(np of yair 
ifntent, andhim out^of danger be the Hammiltoums.. 
And albeit, yat Schir lames, to mak him self 
dene of that suspitioun, socht mony diuers w^ia 
to ye distructioun of the Erie of Arrane his bro- 
ther^ zit he could neuer conqueis the kingis fau6ur 
vntill fiaallie he was executit for tressoun, and tuik 
ane miserabill end confbrme to his vngodly lyfe. 
The king at last deceissit, and leuing ane douch- 
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ter of sex dayis auld, the Hammiltounis thodit all 
to be thairis. For then ye Erie of Arnioe, ane 
zoung man of small wit and greit inconstaocie, was 
set vp be sum of the nobilitie, and» sum familiar 
seruandis of ye kingis laitly deoeissit, for tbay 
thoebt him mair tollerabill than the Cardioall Be* 
toun, quha- be ane fals instrument had takin tbe 
supreme authoritie to him self. 

The Erie of Arrane namit gonemour be an pri- 
uate factioun, and fauourit be sa mony as professit 
the trew religioun of Christ, becaus he was beleifit 
then to be of the same, howbeit he was gentill of 
nature, zit his freindis for ye maist part, wer gredte 
bftidi of geir* and blude, and geuin to iniustioe 
quhair gayne IbUowit. Thair w«s in his tyme 
natking dlisy hot weir, oppressiouny.and.brybin^ 
of hiscallit brother the Bischap of Sanelandroisy 
sa that all the estatis wer. wery of him, and dis- 
diargit him of his office, and char^t with it aile 
woman stranger* . 

In the > beginning of his gouemment ye queue 
and bxc mother wee keipit be him, rather lyke 
presoDensnor pnnees^; hot zit that incommo* 
ditie was caus o£ preseruing of the quenis .Ly fe, he 
beleifing to mary hir on his sone.. Bot efter tbe 
Evle of Lennox, had. delyuerit thame out. of his 
bandis, and the nobilitie had refuut to mary. hie 
on bissone, howbeit he left his former freindis, 
and come toye quene, aUurit his religiounvin ye 
Gray Freiris of Striuiling, zit he could neuer cum 
agase to his pretendit cleamipg to ye crowne^ 
quhilk he had lang socht, partly be &uour of sie 
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of the DoUlitie as wer alliat with him, and partlie 
be distpuctioira of the ancieBt housis that micht 
haue put impediment to bis -voressonabiU ambi- 
tion. For hauing banischit the Erie of Lennox, 
•be^tboehl; the £i4e of Angus to be ye principal 
thatoBQicbt resist him, ;And hauing enterit in waird 
Schir George Dowglas, to be mair assurit he send 
for ye said Erie of .Angus in frekidly.maner, and 
put bim in presoun without, any iust occasioun, 
and waid haue beheidit yame bailh, gif the arry. 
uing of the Ii^lis armie had not stayit bis purw 
pois: be thequhtlk, and £^r of the murmour of 
the pepiU, he -was xxmstranit to-delyuer thame. 
And seing he durst not -at fiic a : tyme put thame 
doun be tyrannies be offerit thame 'to the- sword of 
the enemie, ta be slane be thame. And ^to the 
^efiiM^t, that thay and thair freindis hauing put abak 
ye Inglis borsmen, and ressauingane vther charge, 
micbt be the mair easilie slaine, thay standing in 
battell andrfeehting for bim, hein ye battell be- 
liind fled to^yne thame : and sa tfair nobill men, 
sa far as hiy in liim, was slaine, and preseruit be 
the prouidence of « God. 

The^coung quene quhiik being in hir >motheris 
keiping, he micht not put doun, nor mary at his 
plesiive,.he ooasentit to offer hir to the stormis of 
ye sey, and danger of tenemeia, and sauld hir as a 
alaue ia 'Fcanoe, for ye duchy of ChasteUerault, 
ye quilk he bruikis ki name only, -as.^e crowne of 
Scotland m fimtaae : and Mesauit sic pryce for bir 
as tressoun, penuries and the selbng of ire per- 
flounia sould be reoempensit with. Bot ait ye 
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couatke of ye crowne yat be bad saulcl, oassk 
not beir, for befbir bir retaining bame out of 
France, at tbe troubiis qubiikis began anent tbe 
repressing of tbe Frencbemen, and tyrannie agaaia 
tbe religi<Hin, how mony meanis socbt tbe Ham- 
miltounis to baue depryuit bir of all ricbt, and 
translatit tbe crowne to tbame selfis^ is knawin 
baith to Scotland and Ingland* 

Also efter tbe quenis arryuing in Scotland, 
scbo seiking a querrell aganis tbe said duke and 
sum Ttber Jordis, vnder pretence yat yai bad^oon- 
spyrit aganis bir, for ye religiounis caus, ye dukis 
frdndis left bim all, . becaus tbot the rest of ye 
iordis wakl not consent to distroy tbe queue, or 
derogat bir autboritie be ony maner of way. A 
lytill befoir tbe qubilk tyine, tbe oocanoun of the 
dukis conspirade witb ye Erie Botbwell, to^slay 
ye Erie of Murray in Falkland, was na Ttber, bot 
becaus tbe said Erie of Murray liuiag, tbay could 
iioutber do tbe said quene barme in bir persomi, 
nor diminiscbe bir autboritie, nor constrane bir to 
mary at thair plesure, and to bir vtter diqilesure. 
Efter that tbe quene bad maiyit with bim 
quhome tbay estemit thair auld enemie, and was 
with chylde, the gude Biscbop of Saactandiois, 
first calUt Cuningbame, estemit Cowane, and at 
last awowit Hammiltoun, not only oonspyrit with 
the Erie Botbwell, bot come with die quene to 
Glasgow, and eonuoyit tbe king to ye place of bia 
murther, the biscbop being lodgeit as he was seiL 
doum or neuer of befcur wbair be mieht persaif 
the plesure of that craekie with all bia sensis^ and 
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lour of hid fiiiniliar sdriiatudis to tile executibun of 
the murther, watching all ye 'nieht, aiid thiofkin^ 
Mi^ to haue ye idy of ye cumttiing of ye cnnme 
M. dtSgre neirer to tBe houd of Hatmniltoun'. And 
itk greit hotp, mellit with ambitiottn iniaaiinit his 
hart, for the kingis deceis, that within schort tyme 
he beleuit firmlie his catlit l>rdther %o be kin^, and 
he (the said bischop) to be t<i him as curatour da« 
ring the haill tyme of hid nonwit : quhilk had bene 
a langer terme y an Witsonday or Marty mes. For 
he thocht yndoutitly, yat the Erie Both wdl sbttld 
distroy ye zoung- prince, and nocht suffer him prol 
9per to reuenge his fatheris dcsth, and'preceid the 
eriis children in successioun o^ the crowne : and the 
xoung prince anis cut of, the bischop maid his rek- 
ning, yat the quene and ye Erie Both well hatit al- 
reddy for ye slauchter of the kiilg ' hir husband, 
and mair for the innocent, wer easie to be distroyit 
iritb consent of all estatis, and the cryme easie UK 
the bischop to be prouin, quha knew all ye secreitk 
of the haiU dissei]gne. ' Or ^f thay wald slay Ihe 
Srie Bothwell, and spair the qucne, thay wer in 
hoip sho suld mary lohne Hammiltoun the duikiii 
sone, quhome with merie luScis, and gentill coun* 
tenance (as scbo could weili do) scho had enfant 
m the pastyme of the glaikis, atnd causit the rest 
of' the Hammiltdunis to fon for fatni^es. Boi 
efter that ye Erie Bothwell had refusit baftell at 
Carbarry-hiU^ the and quene btofoir the cummin^ 
of the tiammlltbunis, come to the lordis, the Ham- 
miltounis at that tyme disappointit, fostmt yair 
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vame boip "with a merie dreame, that the qu^iM^ 
8ould lie punischit efter hir demeritia, and yrex a 
tjme in dowbill i<^ : the ane, that beii^ red of the 
quenc. scbo sould not beir nia children to deluvr 
thame from ye crovne; and ye vther, yat thay, 
micfat haue an ieasie way to calumniat the regents 
for distroying of the ^uene. Bdt seing hir keipit, 
tliay blaroit qppinlie ye regent, quha keipithir 
in stoir in dispy te of yame (as yai fiaid, scbawing 
in vnreuerend speiking quhat fauour thay bure 
to thair prince), to be a stude to cast ma follis to 
binder thame of the successioun of the crowne. 
Zit for all that,, thair wald nane of thame cum to 
parliament to further thair desyre with ane anerlie 
vote, bot lay bak to keip thame selfis at libertie, to 
repruif all that sould be done in that conuentioun 
and to fenze fauour towardis the quene quhome 
thay haittit sa, as gif be consent of the lordis, or 
Ytherwyse scho wer delyuerit, yai micht help hir 
to put doun ye lordis, yat wald not put hir doun 
m fauour of yame. 

This thair int^ntioun was oppmlie schawin, 
qnhen the quene l}eing keipit in Lochleuin, be coin- 
mandement of the haill parliament^ was ddyuerit 
be conspirade of sum priuat men, espedallie of the 
Hammiltounis. . For thay assemblit all yur forces 
to put doun the zoung king, .and lordis obedient 
to him. iQubilk euill will thay schew towardis the 
lordis at the Langsyde, bringing with thame greit 
stoir of cordis, to murther and hang thame (gif 
thay had bene takin presoneris, and the victorie 
fjiltin to the Hammiltounis) and the same euill will 
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towardis the king in keiping the watter of Forthr, 
that he sould not eschaip yair cruel haadis, baing 
assurit gif he-came in ye quene of Inglandis powei*^ 
that scho of hir accustomat clemencie and kyndnes 
of blude, wald not abandoun him to yair vninercy- 
full craeltie experimentit alreddy in his father. 
And seing yait the prouidence of God had cloisit 
ye dure to all yair wickednes at yat tyme, yai haus 
neuer ceissit siiuse U> seik enemeis to his grace in 
all strange natiounis. And persauing yat thay had 
fair wordis of all vtheris^ exc<3pt of the quenis mx-* 
iestie of Ingland, cpiha vnderstude thair fals and 
tre^ionabill deling, thay turnit thair haitrent aganis 
hir, and enterit in* cooapiracie with sum tratduris of 
liigland, that ^er als euUl myndittowardisye quenis 
maiestie yair souerane, as the Hammiltounis wer io 
ye kingis hienes of Scotland. This is nouther 
dremit in wardrop, nor hard throw a boir,. bjt a 
trew narratiue, of quhilk ye memorie is ludgeit ia 
mennis hartis, baith Scottis^and strangeris, and the 
veritie knawin, hd the qjyihilk ze may vnderstand 
the 9immlltouais pretence thir fyftie zeiris and. 
mair. 

Efter sa mony wayis soeht be yame tor distroy: 
the richt successioun, and fJace yams in ye kingly 
rowme, seing all thair practisis could not auaill^ 
and thsur forces wer not sufficient, thay socht to 
augment thsur facti jun^ adioyning to thame all that 
wer participant of the kingis slauchter, and bad 
aspyrit to slay ye Queue of Ingland. And to the- 
effL'cl thay micht cum to thair vi^ickit purpais, thay 
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m a maner displayit a baner, to assembill togtdder 
all kynd of wickit men, as p^pisds, Feoegat protes- 
tantis, theifis, tratouris, murtheraris, and oppin 
oppressouris. As for ymr adlK^rentis in Scotlaod, : 
I neid not to expreme tjmir Qainis,.nor the qu^iteis. 
of ye conspiratouris of Ingland, for y^i ar weill. 
aneucb knawin to zo^t Jordschippis. Zit ane I can' 
not ouerpas, being ye cbeif conspiratour chosia be 
thame to be.kiog of Scotland and Ingladd, I mene. 
the Duke of Norffblk, in qubiik acte ze may se how 
yd thrist of zour blude blindit thame agains thair^, 
awin vtilitie. Eirat.yai cheisit the pfincipall enemte- 
of the religiouQ of Christ in this ile, accumpanyit 
^vith vther fyltbie idolateris, to change the stait of ' 
the kirk in.biuili.realmes ^e ciUting <^.the twa: 
princes: .seing.thatthair authoritie standings y^, 
eonspiridouris could ikot cum to thair intent. Nixt - 
thay xe^pectitin that prpude tyrane,' the yerlewis; 
that wer oommoun to him and thame, as arrogan* . 
cie, cruelUe,. dissimulatioun, and tressoun. For 
euin as yai had this lang tyme in Scotland, socht 
the deith of thiat licbteous priace.; sa he in Ing- 
land following the trade of his antecessouris, diuer^ 
tymefi attempting treftsoUn, wald haue put dc^wne 
the Queue of Ingland. Heir alswa apperis ihe ; 
Hammiltounis crueltie agains the nobilitie of ^hair 
awia natioun, i^ eeiking thair profes»t and perpe* 
tuall enemie of Scotland (as his badge beiris witnes) , 
quha 3Quld,hauespilt.the rest of (he qoble blude of 
Scotland in peide, yat his anteoessouris could not 
spill in .weir : be qubiik elec|t;iou% b?ing assuri$ ^ 
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that na Scottis hart cati luif thama, sa can thay luif 
nane of zaw^, agains qahooia yai haae vsit sa mDiiy 
tressonabiil actis. 

Thay do schav^ alsvva, how crusltie and auarice 
hes blyndit yame, that thay can not se, in bringing 
a tyrahe to haue po^er ouer yame, seing yai pre- 
tending neirest cleama to the crowne, sould be 
Qeirest the danger. 

And zit for all this^ could thir men be weill con- 
tentit, gif be ony meanis thay could attene to thair 
intent, be spoyle and rubberie, as thay did quhen 
as thay wer placit in supreme authoritie, or be 
making of zjw slaues, as thay did in selling of yair 
queue begin yat practise : quhairin howbeit the 
inhumanltie vra^ gi'eit, zit wes it not in supreme 
degre of crueltie. Bat it is na moderat, tollerabilly 
nor accustomat thing that thay seik : it is ye blude 
first of our innocent king, ei^in sic as hes bene 
preseruit be wyld beistis : nixt the blude of ail his 
trew seruandis and trew subiectis indiffereiitlie. 
For quhat defence can be in nobilitie, or quhat 
suretie agains yame yat hes murtherit ane king, 
and seikis strangeris to murther ane vther king ? 
quhome sail thay spair for vertew and innocencie, 
that laitlic executit, and zit defendis the murther 
of the regent ? or quha will be ouersene for law 
degre, or base estait, in respect of yai yat conductit 
boucheouris out of Teuidaill to slay Maister lohne 
Wod, for na vther caus, bot for being ane gude 
seruand to the crowne and to the regent his maister, 
and had espyit out sum of thair practisis. 
* Gif this thrist of blude of thay lochlechis micht 
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be impute to haistie hounger, or bmy suddaoe 
motiouQ, quhilk causis men sum tjmes to forzel 
thair dewtie, thair micht znt be sum hope yat sic 
a pittBibun ouerpast, thaj wald with tyme remem- 
ber thame aielfis^ and efter power ameiid faultb 
past, or at leist abstene in tjme to cuoi. Bot thair 
is na »e hvtmanitte in thair nature, nor na sic pietie 
in thair hartis. For not content with ane kingis 
blude, thay gaip for his sonnis murther : not s&tis- 
fyit to haue slane the regent, thajr keipit the mur* 
therar in ye dukis hous in Arrane : mtust lyke 
thinking as gif thay hbnourit not the doar, thay 
sould not be knawin as counsallouris of the deid, 
and wald tyne the gloir of that nobill act. And 
besydes all yis, yai ar not only contentit to main* 
tene Scottis tratouris,, bot alswa ressaifis Inglis 
tratouris, and settis vp a sanctuarie of tressoun, a 
refuge of idolatrie, a receptacle of theifis and mur- 
theraris^ 

And howbeit the bullerant blude of a king and 
a regent about yair hartis, quhairof ye lust in yair 
appetite geuis thame lytill rest, daylie and hourlie 
making new prouocatioun, zit yat small space of 
rest, quhilk yai haue besyde ye exeeutioun of yair 
crueltie, thay spend in deuysing of generall vn^ 
quy6tnes throw the haill countrie, for not content 
of it yat yai yame selfis may steill, brybe, and reif, 
thay set out ratches on euery syde, to gnaw the 
pepillis banis, eftef that thay haue consumit the 
Aesche, and hountis out, ane of thame the Clan* 
gregour^ ane vther ye Grantie and Clanchattan^ 
ane vther Bakcleucli and Fairnyherst, ane vther 
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be haldia the.halydst amangis yame^ scliew plainlie 
ye affectioun yai had to baneis peice and steir vp 
troiiblis, quhen thay beadit allthair fyua wittis, to 
stop the regent to ga first north, ^and syne souths 
to puneis thift. and oppressioun*: and quhen thay 
saw that thair counsall w^es not authorisit, in geuing 
impunitie to all inisordour, thay spend it in putting 
downe of him that'Wald haae put all in gude oiv 
dour* 

Thair i& a kynd of thair theifis euin odious to 
mair gentiU theifis, quhilk calling thame Selfis gireit 
gentilmen spoyllis trauellaris, cadgeris, and x^hap^ 
men, be the way, and ransounis pure men about 
Edinhurghi for XX . schiUing ye heid, quhilk vyce 
can not prooeid of vengeance of enemeis, bot rather 
of lufe and plesure in wickidnea. This kynd of 
men dois.tiot only dishonour to nobilitie in steilling^ 
and to th^s in purspyking^ bot alswa to tfie hzuU 
natioim of Scotland, geuing opiniounto strangeris,, 
that sum of the Seottis be of sa law courage, that 
men amangis thame aspyring to ye hiest estait of a 
kingdome^ hes crouchit thame selfis in tlie maist 
law ordour oi knaifis. 

Now, my lordis, ze may considder how yai that 
slayis sa cruellie kingiaand thair lieutennentis, will 
be mercyfuU to zow : and quhen thay sail haue pa( 
zow dpun, yat;craifis reuenge of ye kingis blude, 
ee may voderstand how few dar cri^f iustice of 
zour slauchten Ze may ae. ho^ cruell yai will bf 
in oppresnoun of the j^ure, hau^g cut of zow, 
quhilk being of maist nobill and potent housis of 
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this rcalme, suiFeris throw zaur sleuth fulneieuerie 
part of this countrie, to be maid worse nor Liddis- 
daill, or Annanderdatil, and not only sufferis ye 
puspykeris of Cliddisdaill, to exercise thift.add reif 
as a craft, hot nurys^s and authonsis amangis zow, 
the cheif counsellaris of all misordour, as ane edder 
in zour bosum. 

Of all this ze may lay the wyte on na vther b6t 
vpon zour selfis, that hes sufficient power to repres 
yair insolencie and proudnes, hauing in zour Jiand 
the same wand that zc haue chaistisit yame with of 
befoir. For ze haue zour protectoiir the same God 
this zeir, yat was the zeiris bypast, vnchangeabiU 
in his eternall counsellis, constant rn promeis, potent 
in punisching, and liberall in rewarding : ze haif 
zour trew freindis yat wer with zow of befoir : ze 
ar delyuerit of dissimulat bretber, yat had yair 
bodyis with zow, and yair hartis with zour ene* 
meis : that subscryuit with zow, and tuik remis* 
sioun of zour aduersaries : yat stuid with zow in 
battel!, luiking for occasioun to betray zow, bad 
not God bene zour protectour. Ze haif a greit 
number of new freindis alienat from yame, for 
thair manifest iniquitie in deid, wickidnes in worde^ 
and tressoun in hart. Ze haue of the same enemeis 
that ze had then sa mony, as hes thair hartis her- 
dinnit, and yair myndis bent agains God and law. 
full magistratis : ze haue the saine actioun yat ze 
had then, accumulat with recent murther and 
tressoun, to prouoke the ire of the Eternall agains 
thame. How far God hes blindit thame^ blind 
men may se, yat hauing sa euill ane aofioun^ and 
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sa mony eoenoteis at haine, zit be hounding out of 
stoall .tratouris . of yair avrin wickit conspiracies 
(men eicecrabill to thair awln parentis, quhome. 
amangis vtheris thay haue diners tymes spoylit))^ 
b^ hounding out, I say, of sic persounis, to burne, 
murther, reif, and steill, thay prouoik the Quenis, 
Majieptie of Ingland to seik vengeance of yair op-^ 
pressioun agains hir realme and subiectis, quhilk , 
vengeance lustice and honour craifis of hir sa in*, 
stantUe^ yaJt scho can not cets hot peraenr thame,; 
thair. ressettari^ and maintenaris, yntill scho gif sic, 
exempill to vtheris, tl^t althocht thay will not re-^ 
spect yertew, zit for fair of punitipun« thay sail be 
contei^t to leif jiji peico with ; nichtbourisy quhairin 
hir heichnes hes alreddy renewit the memorie ot^ 
hir experimqntit liberalitie and tender lufe to thi3-. 
natioun,.seiking on hir proper charges, and tr^et; 
of hir. subiecti^. ye pupitioim of sic as we on our^ 
charges sould haue punisit : I ipene not onlie* of, 
our traitouri^^ bqt al&wa ressettaris of hir maiesties 
tcatourisi and in doing of yis, seikis pacificatioun ; 
amaqgis thame that violatit peice with hir without , 
prouooatioun, seaering the punischment of sic as ar . 
gyltie ia ofifendiog, frpm the subiectis that hes not . 
vidatit peic^.. And as sho kei{HS peice and iustico-^ 
amangis. hir awin subiectis in Ingland, sa vnrequy«j 
rit sho oSerit support to the same end in Scotland i^ 
and not only geuis remedie to our present, calami- 
teis, bot auttis the suit of troublis to cum, and 
preuenis. ye. wickit counsaU of uc as pro'uoikis 
Inglismen, and solistis FreBchmen to cum in this 
realme ; to the endj^ ^bat thir twa natiounis enterit 
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in barres ye ane agains the vther, yai may saciat, 
thair cruell hartis of blude, yair obstiuat will of 
vengeance, thair bothumles couatice of spoyle and 
thift, 

Thairfoir seins; God hes sa blindit zour enemeif 
wittifl, my lordis, be in gude hope that he sail alswa 
cast the spreit of feir and disperatioun in thair in- 
durat hartis, and prosper zour gude actioun, to the 
qnhilk he confortis zow with his reddie help, ex- 
hortis zow be his word, and constranis zow be the 
dewtie of zour estait, and necessitie of preseruing 
of zour lyfis and bonouiis. For promeis being ne- 
glectit, aith violalit, subscriptioun set at nocht, 
thair is na meane way left bot outher to do or 8U& 
fer. And seing that bakh ar miserabill amangts 
sic as sould be freindis, zit better it, is to slay iust- 
lie, nor to be slane wrangfuUie. For ye executioun 
of iustice in punissing ye wickit is approuit be 
Grod and man, and sleuthfulnes in defence of ius* 
tice can not be exeusit of tressoun. And besydes 
that, Grod schewis him sa mercyfuU and liberall to 
zow, in sending zow freindis be procuring of zour 
enemeis. Alswa the persounis maist recommendit 
of God craifis the same : for saikles^ blude, oppres- 
sioun of the pure, and of ye fatherles, eryis conti- 
nually to ye heuin for a vengeance, quhilk God 
eommittis to zour handis as bis beutennentis and 
speciall offieiaris in that part. And euin as he re- 
wardis faith and diligence in obedience of his eter- 
nal 1 will, sa he will not neglect to punische sleuth* 
fuines in iust executioun of his commandimcntis. 

Thairfoir, my lordis, as ze wald that God sjuld 
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remember on zov^ and 20ur posteritie, quhen thay 
sail call on him in thair necessitie, remember on 
zour king our souerane, and on my lord regentig 
pupillis, committit to zow in tutorie be the deuoir 
of zour office and estait anent persounis yat ar not 
in age nor power to heip thame selfis, and ar recom- 
mendit specially to all Christianis be Grod in his holy 
scripture : and defend sic innocent creaturis, as may 
nouther do nor speik for yame selfis, from tfafo 
crueltie of vmnercyfull wolfis. Neglect not the oc- 
casioun, nor refuse not help send to zow be God, 
bot recqgnosce tfaankfuUie his fauour towardis zow, 
yat causis zour enemeis to procure zour help, ne- 
glect not the offer of freindis, in caice gif ze lat slip 
this occasioun, ze sal craif it in vaine in zour neces- 
sitie. Think it na les prouidence of zour heuinlie 
father, than gif he had send zow ane legioun of an* 
gellis in zour defence, and remember that he schew 
him self neuer mair freindfull and succurabill to na 
pepill, than he hes done to zow, and traist weill gif 
ze will perseueir in obedience and recog- 
noscence of his grace, he will multiplie 
his beneiitis to zow and zour po< 
Bteritie, and sail neuer leif 
zow, Tntill ze forzet 
him first 
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